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The extension of the scope of the Stock Exchange Transac-
tion Tax has prompted many questions to which the Federal 
Public Service of Finance has attempted to answer on its web 
page.

You will find below a summary of the major amendments 
which, we emphasise, do not apply to insurance contracts.

1. History

 Until 1 January 2017, a Belgian stock exchange tax was levied 
on each purchase and sale of certain stock exchange transac-
tions concluded or executed in Belgium.

The relevant rate varies according to the type of assets:

Bonds Shares
Capitalisa-
tion funds

Rate 0,09 % 0,27 % 1,32 %

Ceiling per order 
Until 1 January 17

650 € 800 € 2.000 €

Ceiling per order 
From 1 January 17

1.300 € 1.600 € 4.000 €

2. Scope

Since 1 January 2017, the Stock Exchange Tax is applied more 
broadly since it applies when:

•  An individual having his/her habitual residence in Belgium 
or a Belgian company or branch gave, directly or indirectly, 
an order to an intermediary established abroad.

•  An order is placed through a foreign bank or through a for-
eign securities broker.

•  A stock exchange transaction is offered via the internet by 

foreign intermediaries.

Unless the individual or company proves that the tax has al-

ready been paid.

3. Operation

There are two possible patterns:

1. �Foreign�intermediaries�fulfil�the�obligation�and�the�person�

placing�the�order�must�no�longer�fulfil�it.�Then,�they�must�

file�the�tax�return�and�perform�the�payment�obligations�no�

later than the last business day of the month following the 

month in which the orders were placed.

2.  Individuals or companies placing an order must perform 

the obligation themselves. This should be done no later 

than the last business day of the second month following 

the month in which the orders were made.

The Ministry of Finance has extended the term:

•��as�for�the�term�for�foreign�intermediaries�to�file�the�tax�re-

turn and perform the payment obligations for orders made 

between January 2017 and April 2017, it has been extend-

ed to 30 June 2017.

•  as for the term for individuals and companies that handle 

the bonds themselves, the January 2017 term has been ex-

tended to March 2017.

In the near future, find our next “experts’ point of view” on 

“the reform of Belgian inheritance law”.
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Disclaimer

This document was drawn up in May 2017 based on information validated at that date. 

Any statements concerning taxation are based upon our understanding of current taxation laws and practices which are subject to change. 

This document is of a general nature only. Bâloise Vie Luxembourg S.A. does not give any legal or tax advice or any other advice of any kind whatsoever in this 
document. Clients are urged to seek advice from independent advisers. 

Although the information contained in this document comes from reliable sources, Bâloise Vie Luxembourg S.A. does not vouch for its correctness, accuracy, 
pertinence or exhaustiveness or its being up to date in respect of the personal situation of each subscriber. Consequently, Bâloise Vie Luxembourg S.A. declines 
all liability in the event of error, misprint or misinterpretation of the information contained in this document. 

All author’s rights in this document are the property of Bâloise Vie Luxembourg S.A. It may not be disseminated in any form whatsoever without the prior agree-
ment of Bâloise Vie Luxembourg S.A.
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